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on the two last, tha no law should lie

passed "respecting the prohibition or
establishment of African slavery." lt;ons of that "compromise" scheme be- -

providod for a judicial decision of the luceu which, and this series ofresolu-questio- n

in controversy, the ConstitU- - linns, there is.so striking a resemblance
tional right of the owners of slaves to that their author has said there was no
take that species of property into the material difference.
Territories. It was evident that the power exis- -

1 preferred a Judicial to a CortgreS- -' ted to bring California as a State into
sional decision, both because I honed it the Union, notw ithstanding the gross

NUMBER

most ceased So have Hn existence." Had
the power then existed to Dual ch a law as
tost to which 1 have referred, ther was no

geucy which called for its exercise.
It has. however, sometlmni h"fn

stated that Congress out the
law of Maryland, and enforced in the
District the policy of that State. This
is very far from true. The law o!

Maryland was in force, and the bill was
to take from citizens of Marvland the
right they had previously enjoyed, to
bring slaves into the County of Wash- -

ington as into any of the counties ol

Maryland. The Maryland law of '96,
like the Virginia law of'92, was to sus
tain tne policy oi tno;c states ajrainst
the further increase of slave population,
and unlike the Congressional act of
1850. not ilirecieil atfainatwas noni' . . .... O .
merce m slaves. J hev- were ...passelir
Ijefo-- e the constitutional prohibition

wmilH be more just, and believed it
would be more permanent. 1 did not,
doubt the Constitutional right, nor tear,
the decision ol an impartial tribunal,
If rendered in our favor, wemillht more

confidently have looked lorward to

Legislative protection. This measure
ofCompromise :was treated with a mark
ed want ot consideration in t lie House
of Representatives, where Northern
power held contn I. It was promptly
laid on the table without examination
or reference, and a bill was passed for
a Territorial government of Oregon
without any provision for California or
New Mexico. To this the Senate at-- ,

' uuu uum r"""" aucu 1

tached an amendment by which the was compo ed of six Senators of and equitable
"

proposition Southern
Missouri Compromise was "declared to States, and six of Seuators were divided, and on July-b-

in full force, and binding for the fu- - slaveholdlng States; of the latter, one, o.d, 1880, my colleague offered an
organization of the Territories Of (Mr. Bell, of Tennessee,) had intro- - mendment, "That the said State of

the United States in the same sense, duced resolutions w hich committed him California shall never hereafter claim
and with the same understanding, with to the admission ot California asaState, as within her boundaries, nor attempt

adopted." In and to the partition of Texas. Thewhich it was originally to exercise jurisdiction over, any por-tbi- s

wnendment, the House refused to Chairman, who, bud the members been tiou of the territory at present claimed
concur by a vote of S3 to 121, and the eqottlly divided, would have held the by her, except that w hich is embraced
Senate receded from its amendment by balance ol power, w as Mr. Clay, of within the following boundaries:" the
a vote of 29 to I had si riven with Kentucky, whose resolutions sufficient- -' southern boundary proponed was the
many other Southern Senators and My indicated wiiat his course: would be. parallel of ;0 degrees 3ii minutes; "and

is an instructive fact in the case, that
when these combined Dioiio.-ilio.i- f.ui- -

ed, and they again came up lor consid-
eration lis separate measures, the oppo-
sition which had originally arrayed
itself against them could never asiaiu
be united. The Southern strength was
lost by division: until, in the last strug-
gle., the South ollered but feeble resi-
stance to measures whteh it had at first,
yy i in mi em uuuiiimuy, most uriniy and
sternly opposed. Mj own course was
not couhned to mere opposition. J

strove to amend I he "compro- -

e" bid, by giving that security to
the property of the slaveholder, wdio

might migrate to the territories, to
which 1 felt his property, like all other,
was entitled. 1 asked that the legisla-
ture lit' the ten ito' v nk.i-it.- 1 have
lT to pa s laws for the proieclum of
every kind of property which might
have been, or should be', "conformablv

the Constitution and laws of the U- -

nited States, held In, or introduced in- -

to. sold territory." Unon this "cncnil

. . .......... . i , .

mat a new territory should be estah- -

ii.,iicd to coum t ol the countrv thus
..... ...:- ii .1 ,: .1cm 011. 10 w hich 1 oflei cd the lol- -

low ing amendment: "And that laws

aj .ge4 existing in said territory, at
the date of its acqtn itioh by the Uuited
states ivbinhrlpnvoi'nbjti-iicttri- . ritn
of anv citizen of the l' nited States to... . .

.niiiviv in, dim iviiii.111 ...mi iLitunii
wnh any specie- - otr propeity legally
111 i i i.r w,.. t i' , iuviu iii an, hi iimoiiiwuil una uuiuu,
be, and are hereby declared to be, null
and void." Mr. Clav oppo. cd ibis

mendnient, on the ground ol'"non-i- n

terventlou," and asked lor the "diller-enc- e

the direct action of Congressional
legislation upon the subject id' slavery,
to introduce it, or to prohibit, and the
exercise of this power by Congress to
repeal existing laws within territory
which existing laws have declared the
abolition of slavery?" It was against
the doctriue that the Mexican law ex-

cluded slave proi ei tv f om the territory.
which was held, I believe, unanimously
by the .Northern Senators, and enter-taiue- d

by .nine from the Smith, that my
amendment was introduced. I did not
doubt our constitutional right lo take
slaves Into the territory, but 1 claimed
for my constituents that right should
be recognized ami protected; that this

torcgii obstruction to the eiijoymemoi

it followed; because we calloi Upon the

umires ol the I nited Males to pro- -

tect our properly, that we therefore

acknowledged the right to deprive us
of that properly; the first being a duty,
the second expressly the Constitution,

opposed this amendment,
as useless, and because he apprehended
"that the adoption of the amendment
would pot the bill Itself in danger of do- -

feat," arguing that the Constitution
fully secured ourritrhls; ihouirh, onJulv
26th, 184 when the circumstances were
far more, favorable than now lie held a dif
ferent opinion (mc Congressional Globe,
1st Session, 80th Congress, page 090)
"He contended that slavery could not exist
without. Ic 'islative protection. It'a man
should lake a hundred slaves into one of
these foreign leiritories, and they should
be disposed to rebel against him, what law
is thereto which he can appeal? And

suppose a man comes to steal bis slaves to

.l.,. I.,- - ..1 ,.l...... . r... . t ...... .

iiiciuucib iui ..... vi uvm pious w

compromise, ana wnn meiancnoiy
.. t . ...... itmuwuiii-j- j niiuBiHiu ihbi ii

The Oregon bill, as it passed, was, in

effect, the usurpation of power by the
Federal Government to exclude slave
nrooertv from a Territory of the United
Stales. Tin- assurance that the .Mis.
souri Compromise line would be exten- -

ded to the Pacific at the next session
of Congress, satisfied some Southern
members, and, I have the best reason
to believe, induced the President toper- -

form the disagreeable task ot'approving
the bill. distrusted promises lor to--

morrow, of that w hich could have been
as easily executed aud, with all

thenbilitj I possessed, opposed the pas- -

: the law.

rhe sectional controv ersy on the

right of the South to introduce her
.daves into Territories, the common

property of the States, continued, and
the opposition increased in rancor as
it increased in power. The eventful
seion of 1850 found those Territories
which had been acquired from Mexico,
still unprovided with irovernmeut. For
this, neither myself, nor those wdio ac-

ted with me, were in the least degree
responsible. We especially desired to

give laws to the country, and protec-t- o

tlon those citizens of the United

nirainst the furlher imnrirtfltinr, of At".

rieans, went into effect anu w hen the
orthem States were ndoiitimr il,P no.

licv. of emandnntinn., , find thonrh
I,., i .,,. nrm-Kin- there is reason

to believe were mainly intendedto check
the influx of slaves from the emancipa -

ting States, and to prevent the forth--
er importation of Africans. In sup- -

port of this view, we find that in 1819

Virginia repealed her act of 171)2, and
permitte; tin iitvni net m o HVH
born within the United States, and the
position was taken durin- - the debate
of the Senate, without beinffcontiadlc- -

ted. thai no nrnhihltinn now pvisted in

the Slate of Marvland again it' the in--

troduction of slaves from any other
State of the Union. Not onlv, then,
was the legislation of Consress dicta
ted by a different motive lrom that of
the Slates w hich made the cession, but
was opposed lo their present' policy.
The rower of a sovereign State to pass
such a law is no evidence that Congress

, ...i i ,

may do the same tiling. 1 ne legisla -
if. u

ooii oi a o in ie e. luiius 10 an sun ecis,. , ., ,
wmcn are noi oroiiiouuu, tne irsfisuuion
ol Congress is uniited to the grants ot
the Cou.ititutipn. To ju itify Stateleg-islatio- n

itis only necessary then lo show
that it has not been OKOhiblted. To
warrant Congres donal legislation it

t be shown that it has been permit
ted. C )ii2resi ha f'exclasive leirisla- -

lation in an cases whatever over tle
Di trict of Columbia, and over all pla-

ces purchased by tlie consent of the
legislature of a State for "fort?, maga-
zines, arsenals, dock yards, and other
needful building'."

Exclusive, is not unlimited or plena-

ry, and the phrase was, I think, only
,...I ilia, ,ii t, t.xtc

States whicn should cede territorv lor
a seat of Government, or consent to
the sale of sites tor the purposes enu- -

meratcd, s Mould not tncreatter exercise
Legislative tower over such District
or place Tne power of Congress to.
legislate was to be drawn from b '
grants of the Constitution, and be '

ercised subject to ail its limitations, a,--
,

prohibitions. And if I atncoy'
this, the conclu don must fol'- -'

Congre s has usuipcd auf
Jcloated to it, and disol

prol'iibiiioij.: by whioh it
been re drained. It 1 an!

then it follows that Cou

plenai v pow er within tli
Columbia, may jt

nobidiy, or do any ol thr
things prohibited in the w
pact between the Stat? r 9

The first Section.... . i. i
considering, is as 10 r
acted,&c, that froWn ' -

dayof Jjwjuvjrehjnw 4v.vaaa
fili'voue, it shall not bchvlvu "

into tlie District ol column, , a. i
whatever, for the purpCU.uj ng

sold, or for the purpose of bv.iij plac- -

fd in depot to be subsequently trans- -

ferred to any other State, or place, to
be sold as merchandise. And it any
slave shall be brought into s lid District,
,v its owner, or bv the au'.lu'M'itv and

Th(J 10if,n l0strikeout the first Sec
, ,ttion ol "' 0111 ''CC'ieci was

yeas, IS, nays, 3(1 I voted with scv- -
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Uy wncn r tay be tha subject of corn- -

inerce.
I considered It a violation of the west

... .
i u v. iiiitu i ue o w ;es,

Mon ,a.v at the tuundation of our
Constlttion, and, mora than any other

iQ' conll,buted to the formation of
the,

present L ni.n 0f the States. If the
n:ht t0 Pss t're(;1y with any species of
ProPertv lrom State " State across
tlie territory ol other States be, as has
been heretofore held, secured b the
Constitution, how could Congress deny
the enjoyment of that right in the Dis-

trict of Columbia? But if a citizen of
Marvland should choose to bring his

. : "T "WJW. .
s.'ave

,
t0, tne ,bt:lte ol Mississippi,

,01' si?lc nere' this law would prevent
lllln h'"'" stopping in the District of
rnlninl,;-- . nn.t . r.,,1,1 r,,.l ,U U

by the emancipation ot his slave. The
word "depot" was not dsfined.aid 'lie
!lcl vfas, there was no public place for
u,c connnemeni ol slaves, no slave
market to which the word could applv., ., , ., . i

tvuaiuot-s- u hid iu wouio oe ino

l,lun,l"' 01 aooiiiionism, wmcn naator
so '' years flooded both Houses of
Congress with petitions and memorials
ogafo't the slave trade in the District

P Colul"bia- - anticipated such a
shout as went UP h'0,n t!lt: abolition

'"FI "uuh iiain.ua-- . anion
important measure in tne signi ot jus- -

tioe'" 01 whl0h the new.y elected Sen- -

ator, Sumner, sai l "It practically aliix
es to the whole traffic, wherever it ex

ts, not merely in Washington, with- -

!n tne immediate sphere ot the Legis
lature, but every where throughout
the slave States, whether Richmond or
Charleston, or New Orleans, the brand
of Congressional reprobation." It was
to assume the power to emancipate a
slave for one reason; and I hcl.l that to
admit this would be to surrender the
uinn an laai nn trt f in.,,,,.rti.i,,a inn it I inn.-- mv-..m w- -

liress.whch m crht for anv, other masono -- -

evpn'iso t 10 ni:.e nnivov even to ther
cxtent of the total abolition of slavery
in the District ofColumbia. Thechair-ma- n

of the "compromise" committee
admitted the power, whilst he deniel
the expediency of exercising it, and
Mr. Cluse of Ohio, informed us that
the slave trade bill was the first step,
but not the last.

To these considerations, which were
sufficient to have decided my course,
were added expressions of popular will

evincing the moit decided opposition to
such a measure. At a public meeting,
held in Jackson, in May, 1ST), Judge
Sharkey, the presiding officer, made

address which received the most
general commendation. In that ad- -

dress he referred to tlie resolutions of
l,ie legislature ol Virginia, in 1847,

l""e oi t, protesting against
any action ol Longmss on the slave

'cic.t otC"- -

,,l

md

oiav' .ive

Vw :y of

r lature must
l u jflect the pop- -

yn" n case, I never
7 i to instruct me, as
the Senator ol the State, nor did I re-

quire instructions to be formally given;
it was enough for me only to choose
between serving them according to
their will, or returning to them the trust
with w hich they had honored me.

At the last ses-io- n of Congress, af.

btuKlmg ami maintaining steam vessels
,., , ,Jll tin evimn ui or fl,.f l'oi.ose
1 opposed il, hccatvsc it was not oneot

for internal improvement by the gem
did government, which I restated, as I had
on other occasions, and for such reasons
as influenced me then. I much fear, how

ever, that boh these measures will .sui

ceed ill the next Congress, when I have
but little doubt ii will also be attempted, lo
modify the tariff of into, by uereeaioa
the duties upon coal and iron It.hasab
rt'ady been indicated in ihe press a- - i(u
expectation nf Pcnusylvarua lounded up-
on die romises made by Southern mun
bcrs during the controversy on the s,s.CrU.
ed compromise of I860, But without in-

cluding such biticr, bitter fruit in the esti-

mate, I ask, vvba' did Mississippi gain by
the "compromise " By the admission p(
California, the balance of power m im
Senate WM destroyed, that which had SO

long been guarded hv bringing slave hold-

ing Mites into the Ciiion by pairs, and
the North hero thus aoquired tlie control of
all the departments of the government.
.Mr. Cooper, a Senator from PuQantlvania,
an advocate of ihe "compromise," and
signer of the "TJeion" party pledge, spoke
of It as conferring op the Nofth ihe power
to prevent tbe further acquisition of shoo
terrltoty. or tlie extension of slavery be-

yond its guaranteed limit-- . We must pay
our proportion Of tax to supply the treasu-

ry with ten millions of dollars to pT for
the purchase of a portion of Texas, and
licreallei' to supply Ihe means ol support- -
. ..... . . . .
mg H terntortai government lor the teitlto
ry thus purchased ; norareiwe pruiiiiJ to

Job Work.

If Cash will be expected for all Job Work,

ADDRESS OF

JEFFERSON DAVIS,
T the Feoulc of HlaaiasiBpi.

Fgwow-- itize.s :

Nominated as a candidate for Gover-
nor of the .State ol' Mississippi, in the
mantifr which has been already an.
nounced to ymi.tlic relations which have
so tons subsisted between us of Reptc-- '
reutative and constituency arc chung-ed- i

and ray name is pre seuted lor your
sutfragfi for an office of a different cha-
racter from those with which you have
heretofore trusted me. With feelings
of profound gratitude I offer you my
acknowledgments for the undeserved
honors you have heretofore bestowed
upon me, and aail myself of this, the
only mode which my health enables
me to adopt, to make a review of the
course 1 have pursued as your Repre-
sentative" to the Federal Government,
and to state the general policy by
which I will be governed if you should
elect me to be your Chief Executive.

Openly, and at all times avowing the
principles of Democracy, as defined and
established In 1708 and '99, and be-

lieving the best interests of the whole

country, and the preservation of our
Government in its original purity, de-

pend on the preservation of those prin-
ciple, I entered public life to uphold
and maintain them, lint though elec-

ted as a Democrat, I considered myself
a Representative of the people, and
feel pride in the conviction that the se-

verest scrutiny into my public conduct,
cannot find an occasion on which the
ieal of the partisan has made me forget
the duty of a Representative.

In 1814, 1 advocated the election of
Mr. Polk to the Chief Magistracy of the
United States, ami, as a member of Con-

gress, entered the House ofRepresen-- i
tatives at me nrst session wmcn follow-
ed his Inauguration. It was my good

"tune to see the success of '.hose prin-

ciples we had advocated, by the repeal
ol a Protective Tariff, and the estab
lishment ol ad valorem duties, by the
overthrow of a partial, wasteful1 and

corrupting schemeoflnternal Improve-
ments by the Federal Government) by
the annexation of Texas --and general-
ly by alhtrence lo our cardinal prin-
ciple! strict construction of the Consti-- :

tntion. When in the discharge of that
ity of the Federal Government which

equires it to repel the invasion of a
State, we became involved in hostilities
with Mexico. 1 voted to declare that
war existed, and to provide the means
wcessary for its presecutiou. When
the sons of Mississippi who had volun-

teered, and been received into the

military service of the United Slates,
were organized as a Regiment, tiiey

me their Colonel, and on notifi-
cation of the fact, I left my seat in Con-

gress and joined them on their way to

Mexico, Alter our return to the Uni-

ted States, by expiration of the
term of service, lagain became your
Representative iu the Senate of the

States.
When the treaty of peace was sub-

mitted to the Senate for ratification, 1

found it objectionable in many of its

features, and endeavored to amend it,
with some succtss, but failed on that
point which 1 considered most impor-
tant the modification of the boundary
to be established between the two
countries. 1 sought to obtain a moun-
tain barrier which would include with-
in the limits of the United States all
the valley of the Rio Grande, b country
which, by its contiguity and climate,
I felt would inure to our advantage,
whilst it gave a boundary easily defen-
ded, and which separated countries so
distinct from each other as to put far
from us l'" probability ofa future colli-

sion; also to change the line from the
Rio Grande to the Pacific, so as to se-

cure the Railroad route to Sau Diego,
and a valley on which a settlement

might be formed, which would best

serve to restrain the Indians within our

Territory from incursions into Mexico.
This amendment was sustained by but
eleven votes. It was the settled policy
to acquire Territory by the treaty of
peace. This vote left no hope that
such a change of boundary could be
effected as I believed was desired lo the
.Southern States, and the question as-

sumed to my mind this form shall the

treaty be ratified, and the war termina-
ted, or shall the treaty be rejected, and
hostilities be renewed? Our army was
in possession of the Capitol of Mexico,
and was rapidly assuming a self sustain-

ing character. To continue the war
must finally lead to the total destruc-
tion of the Mexican government, and
in the phrase of the day, to the swallow

nig up of the whole of M:ioo by the
United States. There was a large u

ty who desired this anil Eioutn-.i- n

men of the highest stations were of

it. Between two evils, I chose the least,
and voted for the treaty.

Long before the treaty was ratified,
in anticipation of the acquisition of new

Territory, the North manifested its

will, both in and out of Congress, for

the, exclusion of the Southern slave-
holders from all participation in any
Territory which should be thus acquir-
ed. They had not shown the same de-

sire f engross either all the personal
hoaards, or pecuniary burthens of the
war.

In 1848, various attempt were made
to give governments to California and
New Mexico, in connection with the
Territory of Oregon. A special com-

mittee was raised in the Senate, by
which a bill was reported to give the

highest grade of Territorial govern-
ment to Orego:., and the lowest grade
of Territorial government to California
aod New Mexico, with the restriction

OCTOBER 10, 1851.

success, should we not tr attain the
ohii oi in view bv the on!v means in our
powt r Tin he proposed waa to
stibnii: to California, afcr she had been ad- -

miite.l a a State, wlwtlw-- r ilv nnM mn.
sent to divide her territory, which, 1 sup- -

pose, few of my constituents will consider
would have betu ft benefit to ihc South, wii

outsonic ravision which woul I have protec-
ted du- coiiicry fioffl the prohibition against
slave property contained in the Constitution
of California.

By the defeat of the "comoromee"
scheme. I have felt that several advantages
were obtained. Anew line for the divi-

sion of Texas was adopted, which took less
of her terri ory by some 31,1)1)0 square
mill a. 8outliein men were able to forma
fugitive law more effectual than ihat which
had been reported bv the committee, and
free from the very objectionable provision

i . . i ,nun icuuH e.i .1 mi recan.ureu
bis iuuitiv e slave, anon annlin.ui.m nf ln
runawav. tnenfer inln hcMA hiln ha ri A
ot propirty in the -- lave after his return to
the t?;a:e lioni winch the s ave ha fled.
It left each measure tn stand anon its own

,mm ,Uv,. "uuuiiiu.-.- ! iu
nun 1.U in. it.1 R' U'J'.1IUU Ol

their constituents. The Fugidve Slave
law which now stands upon the Statute
book, and which has been claimed as the
Conseaaion which should satisfy the South
for she had lost by the other measures was
not the bill of the "compromise" commit
tee, but was introduced bv Mr. Mason, of
Virginia, a "Southern Ultra
Hid mainlv advocated bv that class of Sun
iiiern Donaiors who opposed the "compro-
mise." ft did not pass like its predeces-
sors of 1793, bv Nor. hern votes, but bv
the absenteeism of the North The biil ot
83 pasted the Senate unanimous1?, and

.1 .... ..
tne House wall out seven dissenting votes.
The bill of 186J received the support of
lnietl Northern Senators, 31 Northern
Memhers. But had the North given auch
united support as their farthers gave, It
sureiv couitj nave oeea coni,n icc no con- -

session to provide for ihc execution of a
. . . . .l . .i i i
"'soiei, in me com mc, v vvniiii
,h,, sluti, --,. : ,.,i Th.r j. . .
M. , ., ... , ,, ,., u ,. ,. ,,,., ,, ,

:
,.v.
,vl

v i
teat to which some of the hialc.s disregard
a distinct obligation imposed upon them bv
the Constitution. For it is only when they
are regardless of that obligation, that it
can be necessary lo call in die power of the

cdual Government to legislate upon it.
Vet we are turned siaide from thiaoonsider-laio-

by the still more melancholy fact
that the law is delayed and obstructed,

violently resisted, by nubs, someiinn s

wrung and tortured from us meaning and
its purpose, by judicial offlci rs, to whom
the property h dder looks for the e

of bis riifjbt. in the Northern
States there stems to be two great divi
sions upon die question of the restitution
ol fugitive slaves lie one who would re- -

si; the ixecn ion or me lew 01 the land
but there seemj to be no party which jus- -

tinea n tiijon its merits, or who declare
themselves in favor of n as an oiiginal
measure, j. he cry ot ritual u
by the proposition to modny.

Taking Mi. Webster as an c.ponent of
that class who would iui her resist the law.
nor repeal it, He are not left ia doubt as to
ihc character of ihc mo litkation which

they propose. The biii, introduced by him
into ihc fccna.e, a time before be left

It, and lo Wl'rch he has lCcHc i ill a m : ( U,

as indicating his view of ihc subject, re

quired ajioy ina at the place where the
fugitive slave might be arrested, fcuch a
modification would utterly destroy the effi- -

e icy n! the law, mid to my mind be mole

objecilonaoic Mill ununsive than Its lepea
1 coiuribu.cd what ability 1 p essed,

to project and secure the lu.-s- a of die

fUglUVe slave law of 1U5J ; seeking --to
make it effectual as the power of Con- -

gress, and the spirit ot the t ons.itiuion
would permit, f opposed the attempt to

engraft, upon the bill a provision which
would have made I lie treasury of the Uni-

ted States responsible for slaves, the di liv e-

ry of whom should be prevented by a mob,
because l considered the compact to

die delivery of the properly, and
that iIium urau m. uniltm-iti- in it... Pnnntjui.
tion which would justify Congress in tax- -

ing the people to pay for property which
should he lost by failing to execute that
Constitutional da y ; and further, because
i believed, instead of promoting the res- -

oy general iaia .on. uuaiaFiu,iihc lu.v would effect evervlhiii f' which
would be desired. 1I could not,, with ihc
evidences around me expect that it would
be fai bfully observed. Aiy zeal in its sup-

port, was rather due to the valued attach-
ed to the r, cognition oi the principle it

contained, and tor, which, (tiioiieh of very
little pecuniary advantage to us,) I am
now in favor of insisting on ihc preserva
tion ot the law m all i.s essential Icatures,

The only measure which the "Compro- -

mise" Comuiillee Originated, and judging
from its charaoier we mav rejoice they did

power bv Ihc reder.il lioveillhicnt. lor
- . .

which, not even ihe much aouseu piMtoi
neecssrty can lie offered in pallia. ion.

In 1U5J ihe Uovernmont retained, ai
the District of Columbia, only that territo- -

ty which ha J been ceded by Marvland.
Bv a law oi Congress pas c in 1801, ihc
laws o! Marylan.l. which existed prior lo

thecesMoii, were pat h, force in thai per- -

lionot the which had heen reCviv- -

e l rrom Marv land. 'I he Marvland law oi

1780 therefore prevented shoes from be- -

ing introduce into ihe District for sale
from anv other place ihaa the state of

Maryland, and the trade thus restricted, )

far from lain'' an evil, the increase of
which requires legislauon, had from other

causes, so tar diminished, that Mr. Mason,
ihe Chairman of liie Committee on the
District of Columbia, made ihe following
talement la the Senate. Durihg the dis-

cussion of ibis bill, he said, on ilie'lihof
September 1 861 "I am informed, upon
enquiry, that the fabtit, thai within the last

ness wmch some persons engage in, pur- -

, .' e f Tn .1
enaaing slaves ior purpose oi seinng mem

again, has dwindled down until it ha9 al- -

most fiercely, by some who have since
'been the open advocates the cbamni- -

defects and irregularities of the case,
and we bad little to expect for the
protection oi aoutnern interests many
territorial bill w inch would probably
pass the two houses of Congress. In
this condition ol affairs, il was pfopos
sed to raise a special committee, to
which should be referred the whole
subject in controversy, in relation to
slave property and the territories. I

expected that a committee would be

bnmed, equally representing the two

great divisions of interest and of opin- -

ion. From such a committee, alone,
could any beneficial result have been
expected. 1 lie committee, as organ- -

,,ii ii'lili i.iii In in ii k rlinilQH i
-"- -" vr u J

waiiumww iriuuiiw,iiicoiiiuiiuoo
oil if li 0 t:l v nil reli ii- i'il it n lo- -- j -r -
provide more ettectunlly tor the
lureol fugitive slaves, and Mr. Benton,

f Missouri, had brought in a bill to1

reduce the limits of Texas below those
cjaimea oy ner when, n mdepen- -

dent State, she was annexed to the
Union. This last bill was strongly
opposed at the time of its introduction,
and arraigned, by my colleague, as one
which would "completely unsettle the
question of slavery in all the vast do- -

main which it proposes to pure itise
from the State of Texas."

The special committee of thirteen
united the bills from the committee on
territories, tor a state of California, for

governments for the territories of Utah
and New Mexico, and for the establish- -

ment ot the boundary ol lexas, the
latter "with inconsiderable variation,"
and reported them to the Senate as one

proposition. The boundaries of Cali- -

fornia had not been reduced i.0 suitable
limits, as wa i proposed in Mr. Clay's
resolutions, but slid embraced the whole
sea coast we had acquired on the Pa-

cific, and retained their immense extent
and unnatural form on the south and
east. No objection as it existed against
the when it came from the commit- -

opposed them conjointly, as 1 had sine;- -

iv. .nv iiiugiiieui assures mc niai
there were radical defects in the casa of
t.ahiornia. i could not Deueve tr.ey
were cured by attaching to the bill ter- -

ritorial governments, in which the
vaunted merit w as, that they did not
contain the Wilmot proviso, becau se

It wa unnecessary; because, according
to the report of the committee, "there
was never any occasion for ittoaccom- -

plish the professed object with which
it was oriumallv offered! the action oi

'the people of California being cited to

the Custody of Congress and the con- -

tro1 of a population who had
manWniiaA lln.ii- 1. ... i !i lAltlo institu- -uiu"iwmu "vu nu.ui,, IV ..' -

01 slavery, the last proposition

cd, the que-tio- n was closed by popular
action in the State of Mississippi, and

specific instructions I had received
from her Legislature, in their resolution
"'March 5th, ISW, in these words;
"Resolved, That the admission ol Cali- -

I'ornia into the Union as a sovereign
State, with its present Constitution
the re-u- of the al'ore-ai- d false and 1111- -

just policy on the part, of the Govern--

"it of the United Slateswould be
an act of fraud and oppression on the

r.ghts oi tne people ol the slaveholding
States, and itis he sense of this Legisla
turethat our Senators andReprese ita
t vc s should, to the extent of their ability,
resist it by all honorable and constitu-
tional means." To tbte instructions
I gave a cordial and sincere obedience,
laboring, not with eve service, and giv- -

Ina but forma and luclant couiiili- -

,.I.I... e mi I

icgnHutuicoi mwaiiaippi, wnose expres- -

sed will and instructions 1 obeyed, It

Stales who might migrate to it, but tlie tee on territories had, to my mind, been their constitutional right - by citizens of
anti-slave- majority in Congress pi e- - removed; yet, strange to say, Southern the United States, should be removed;
ferred no Territorial government, to Senators who had most promptly op- - that it was the duly of Congress tore-on- e

which did not contain a prohibition posed those resolutions and that bill, lie ve the citizen of the necessity of es-o- f

slavery, obviously relying upon the were the advocates of this proposition tablishing his constitutional right, by
effect which tlie threat to enact such from the "compromise" committee. 1 an appeal to the courts. 1 denied thai
prohibition would have on the migra- -

tion ol slaveholder-- and cqu iiiv icni.iis
upon he knowledge that slave proper- -

ty, more than any other, re pures the

protection of law. At this session, as

at the one which preceded it, the Com-- '
mittee on Territories introduced bills

for Territorial governments, and for
the admission of California as a Slate
of the Union. They met with little!
favor from Southern Senators. Tha
position was generally held by them
that the power to admit new States
did not confer the power to create a

state, this being the objection which establish tins position. It was a poor
had been so ably presented by the Com- - satisfaction to me to be told that Con-mitte-

on the Judiciary, in their report gress would abstain from legislation,
of the preceding session, on the bill to and that such non-actio- n would work
admit California as a State. the exclusion ot the South. Slill less

On the 99th of January, 150, Mr. were the defects to be cured by taking
Clav introduced a series of resolutions, territory from under the jurisdiction ol

declarinir that California, with suitable 0 slaveholding State to tran-te- r it to

carry them to the Pacific, and the owner ti uuuii of the property it would lead to the consent of Its owner, contrary to the tempts were made to begirt a" stupen-alread- y

threatens to appeal to the law: he will be reverse result, and become a species of o- -
provisions of this act, such slav e shall ,'(,u-- s scheme of Colonization of Free

answered, you can do nothing ibere is no mancipation of slaves in the border States, J)m.''l0a become liberated and free." Negroes on the coast of Africa, by

rmiinH(ii?Bj.niirfht.iinnnbi.rnnntieiilion.
to be admitted as one of the States of...... , .i.i i

moll . .'I III ! C1T lis s :i VPre O Ii HOT

exist bylaw in anv of the territorv ac
quired from Mexico, it was inexpedient was to me as odious as any other could

for Congress to provide bv law either hve been. 1 found in it an unwarran-fo- r

its introduction or exclusion, and ted inierlei ence with the territory of a

that territorial governments ought to State, and a stain upon our country's
be established for all of said .erritorv history, by denying the justice ol that
not included within the limits of Cali- - da"" il1 defence oi w hich we had pro-forni- a,

without any restriction or con-- 1 secuted the war against Mexico,
dition on the subie'-- t of slavery. That Uut il my opinions had been less fix- -

" ise. there arc
IIUII VI tlirtimili lilMU'td iu liiil'i-ii- t

lo California: bill there was not one who
would he such a dolt as lo carry a slave

there, because he could hold him, ill conse

quence of the hands of ihc local authorities
hi lug lied up, so lhat u;ev could not inter
fere on the subject id' slavery.'' Tlie -

mendmerrt was defeated yens 22, nays 33
not one Northern Senator voting for it.

My colleague against it.
1 strove in evi ry form to reduce flic lim- -

but tbe eagerness of the
y niajoriiy to bring in aim tier

enteen other Senators from Southern the ohjects lor w inch Ihe taxing power
States to strike it out: my colleague vo- - had been conferred upon the genera!
ted against striking it out. 1 conside- - government, and for many other rea-

red it a gross usurpation of power, and sons which the limits of this address,
an odious discrimination against skive and the fact that the proposition then

property in common territory, emphat- - tailed, induce me to abstain from oiler
v tlie neutral ground of the States. ing to you. There was also a scheme

non slavehol. ling Stale, and at once to ex- - originate but one, was the bill in relation
elude the t'outh from that rich territory, 10 the alavu trade in the District of Colum-rendere- d

all such etloits unavailing. Ar- - bia. which I consider a gio-- s usurpation of

the western boundary of the" State of
Texas ouaht to be fixed on the Rio del

Norte no to the Southern line of New
Mevico. ami thence vxitb ihni line easi.
wardly, excluding any portion of New
Mexico. That it was inexpedient to a- -

bolish slavery in the District of Coluin- -

bia, whilst that in tilution existed iu
State of .Marvland, without the

consenl of thai State, without the con- -

mi of the District, and without just
comDensation to the owners of slaves
within the District. That it was expe-
dient to prohibit, within the District, the
trade in slaves brought into it f om St ales
or place; beyond the limits of Ihe Dis-

trict, either to be sold there as merchan-
dise, or io be transported to other
markets without ihe District of Colum-
bia. Thai more effectual nrovlsion
ouffht to be mode for the restitution nnd

By the eighth section of the first nrti- -

cle ol the t oustitulion, t ongi'cis has

power "todefine and punish piroeiesand
felonies committed on the high seas,
and offences against the law of na-

tions." These xvere the only crimes
.. I....I. '.. .,. n,itl,..,-;.,.- l .,. .1..nuw uj" "' e"',,tUi ,o us--

line : ii ;t tiv the a,ihove se tion it assum- -

e,l lo define a crime hitherto unknown
to the I'uitcd State: and provide for it

a punishment. 1 lie crime was the acl
nl hrliifrtnty n slaveinto the District ol

Co,,mWa with the intention to sell him
fc .ortokeep him therefor a time,

, ', , ,

t0 transferred elsewhere, to be sold
as merchandise. I he punishment was
u deprive the owner o! his property
by declaring the slave " liberated mi l

f ee." Uy the fifth article, In amepd--
ntient of the Constitution, it was provi
ded "Nor shah private property be ta- -

ken tor public use without just
Hut by this law a new

crime was dehned, not belonging to
the Cftsea enumerated in the Constitu-
tion; private properly was lo be taken,
not for public use, and WithcutjustCom-pensollo- n

: us a penally for the ollcijcpof
violating anti-slaver- y seritlmenti bj

that right of ownership over a

slave in the District ofColumbia,' which
..' J i .1

is a necessary inemoiu to uie possesion
of that, as all other species of proper -

irunieuts hasid uiioa .he laith unniied in the
Missouri :

Compromise, reasons lounded mi

by i al geography, were nnhee led by the

majority, in tnefr lust for sectional domin-

ion.

Though the Southern Convention, which
assembled at Na hville in June, I BW, of
which our fellow ciliten, V. L. bharkev,
was l'rcsiden', had declared, as an exti, ine

eoncession, that they were willing to divide
the territory by the 'line ol' 86 30, exU nd- -

ing I:: the I'acilic ocean, treating i: as a

question of property, to be divided between
the sec ions of the union, so that tbe rights
of ho Ii be adequately secured in tin it res-

pective shares yet those Senators who
have betn called, iu reproach, Southern
Ultras, of whom 1 am one, voted for every
proposidon, by anv line of div ision, to cur-

tail the boundaries of California, and sus-

tained it in so many forms, as to render it

evident that no division could be elici ted.
This was acknowledged bv mv colleague,
who, speaking, August 6th, 1R6). of th

delivery ol persons bound to service or auce.
labor in any Slate, wdio many escape1 Vet ingenious falsehood has nttemp-iut- o

any other State or territory in the ted to represent this as an offence,
Thai Congress hod no power causa certain-anti-slaver- Senators also

to prohibit or obstruct the trade iii opjio-e- d this "compromise'' scheme,
slaves between the slaveholding States, concealing the facl that other anli-tli- e

admission or exclusion depending slavery Senators supported it. If the

exclusively upon their own particular judgment of those w ho make such mis-law- t.

With more than ordinary, ndk-- representations had not been blinded

miniiy and with farmore than ordinary by malice, they must have perceived
severity, these resolutions were opposed that this was to arraign the people and

direct exercise of the power of this Govern- - few years so lew slaves were brought u

lit In restricting, the boundaries of Cali- - to this District for sale, for the purpose
fornia, said he considered it "A very vain of transportation, that tbe trade orbusl- -

and Uscb'ss ilibti' to ollci-Riiv- - such pfopo- -
... . . . . f.

smon. It has heen voted down repeatedly,
.Such a direct proposition being hopeless of

, . c, . r .1 C. ...I. l' ....oy tne senators "i ine noumern conies.
They were attacked as soon as read, and


